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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 

1. The timely submission under 37 CFR 1.129(a) filed on February 21, 2003 is not fully responsive to the prior Office action 
because there rejected claims were not addressed, see below. Since the submission appears to be a bona fide attempt to provide a 
complete reply to the prior Office action, applicant is given a shortened statutory period of ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from 
the mailing date of this letter, whichever is longer, to submit a complete reply. This shortened statutory period supersedes the time 
period set in the prior Office action. This time period may be extended pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). If a notice of appeal and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) were filed prior to or with the payment of the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(r), the payment of the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(r) by applicant is construed as a request to dismiss the appeal and to continue prosecution under 37 CFR 
1.129(a). The appeal stands dismissed. 

2. The previous office action was a Supplemental action in which indicated that the rejection was based on the original claims. 
This was done, because in applicants' response of paper no. 6, applicants requested a new action since they could not identify a cited 
reference. The examiner reset the Short Statutory Period, without considering the amendment to the claims to give applicants time to 
review the non-identified reference and then submit or re-submit the amendment in view of the reading of the reference. 
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APPLICANTS MAY SUBMIT / ' 'ENDMENTS TO SPECIFICATION, f IMS AND DRAWINGS IN THE 

REVISED AMENDMENT FORMAT 

For amendments filed in A rt Units 1626, 1634. 1731. 2827 and 2834 

Starting in late April 2003, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) will be processing patent 
Z ST d f tr0 " ic ima S e form , in Art ^ > 626 and 1 73 1 in addition to the three original An Uni ( 1 634 2827 
Itll^ Tf P ;° 8ram ■ A ^ P ' iCantS With ^P^ons in these art units are encouraged to us a revised 

™«TSf t0 Cl3imS ' S P ecification ' and Swings, announced in AMENDMENTS IN A 
REVISED FORMAT NOW PERMITTED, 1267 Off. Gazette 106 (February 25, 2003), posted on the Office's web site af 

-™ the^s^d^fo^t 

to h 3 e 7CF S R d l TlUuT f °t t eSS T tia "^ thC SamC 35 th£ amendment forma < that the Office is proposing in a revision 
0 37 CFR 1.121 (Manner of Makmg Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR 1 1 2 1 by My of 2003^ a 
which. point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1 . 1 2 1 will become mandatory. * V ' 

Effective immediately, when replying to Office actions in applications from Art Units 1626, 1634 173 1 2827 and 2834 
all applicants are encouraged to submit amendments using the revised amendment format (except for reissues and 
reexaminations), and which will be processed according to conditions specified herein 



REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 

Begin on separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g., Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Remarks) should begin on a 

containing a.) introductory comments, b.) amendments to the claims c ) 
amendments to the spec.fication, and d.) remarks, each of these sections should begin on a separate sheet This will' 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment document for placement in an 
electronic file wrapper. v 

Two vers ions of amended nartfs) no longer required: 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (a clean version and a marked up 
version) of each replacement paragraph, section, or claim will be waived where an amendment is submitted in the 
revised format below. The requirements for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 will be retained. 

A) Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, must include a 
complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a parenthetical 
expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must be presented 
1 he listing will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn claims 
must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number and identified by one 
of the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn) (new) 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #_), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly dependent 
claim #J, or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be submitted each 
time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the claim number and 
status. 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been made 
relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by strikethrough (for 



pra cuZZZ iS f RO '?! YPE ° F ' V '-'? E P «OCESS<NG. ,265 Off Go, Pa,. Office 87 (December 1 7. 2002)). The amendment 
D «v ousf 21 ?' T i 3 W£ " °' 3 7 CFR ' ' 2 ' (C) ' Wi,h rCSpeCt 10 amcndmen <s «o .he claims. This flyer supercedes any 
pSK^S S'Sim. CnC0Ura8eS PreSemali0n ° f amendmen ' S " a " 6XPanded f ° rmat ' WhlCh apP ' ieS 10 lh£ amendmen ' ° f 
2 See Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records, 68 Fed. Reg. 14365, (March 25, 2003). 

^! r . for mai,in g with all Office actions in Art Units 1626, 1634, 1731, 2827 and 2834 



beorlS e Onl'v Un | derliP ' (f ° r 3dd ' d matter , ) - A " accom P a "y ,n g ^ version is not required and should not 
^ P resented - 0n ly claim: . .ne status "currently amended" will inclua. ..arkings 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be presented in each amendment document in clean version 
i.e., without any markings. Any claim presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been 
changed relative to the immediate prior version. 

(4) A claim may be canceled by merely providing an instruction to cancel. Listing a claim as canceled will constitute 

(5) M\ TZT Ca " Ce • y ? aimS 3dded by amendmeilt must be i,ld '^ed as (new) and shall not be underlined, 
or wftfn > m amendment P a P er must be Presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive canceled 
or withdrawn claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g. Claims I - 5 (canceled)). 

Example of Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original): A bucket with a wooden handle. 
Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (re-presented - formerly dependent claim 1 1): A black bucket with a wooden handle. 
Claim 13 (previously added): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip. 
Claim 14 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

B) Amendments to the Specification: 

Amendments to the specification must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or section marked up to show 
changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean version is not required and should not be 
presented, fa substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, both a clean version 
(which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per current 37 CFR 1 . 125. 

C) Amendments to the drawing s: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with § 1 .84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented in the remarks section of the amendment 
Any replacement drawing sheet must include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet even 
though only one figure may be amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required unless applicant is 
notified. 

COPIES OF U.S . PATENT DOCUMENTS CITED IN AN IDS OR OFFICE ACTION 

In applications assigned to the five art units listed above, applicants and practitioners will no longer be required to provide 
copies of U.S. Patents and U.S. Patent Application Publications cited in any Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
submitted to the USPTO. It is requested that elDSs be used to file all IDS papers for applications in the listed Art Units 
Similarly, copies of U.S. Patents and U.S. Patent Application Publications cited by an examiner during prosecution of an 
application will not be provided to applicants in Office actions from these Art Units. These documents are available from 
the USPTO web site, www.uspto.gov , for free download. Cited foreign patents and published applications and non- 
patent literature will be mailed by conventional processing. 

Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should be 
directed to Liz Dougherty (Elizabeth.Douehertv@uspto.povl Eugenia Jones ( Eugenia.Jones@uspto.gov 1 ) or Joe 
Narcavage (Joseph.Narcavage@uspto.gov). For information on the waiver or legal aspects of the program, please contact 
Jay Lucas (Jay.Lucas@uspto.gov) or Rob Clarke (Robert.Clarke@uspto.gov V 



Flyer for mailing with all Office actions in Art Units 1626, 1634, 1731, 2827 and 2834 



